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Who We Are 

Our Shared Vision 
 

Innovative, sustainable, competitive and diverse African financial systems, providing 

near universal access by 2030, and offering a full range of products and services for 

the continent.  
 

Mission 
 

To be the reference platform for advocacy, knowledge sharing and cooperation on 

financial sector development in Africa. 

 

The Making Finance Work for 

Africa  Partnership (MFW4A) 

brings together African 

governments, development 

partners, the private sector 

and other stakeholders to 

advance Financial Sector 

Development.  

 

We are a unique platform for 

research, advocacy, 

knowledge management and 

networking in financial sector 

development in Africa. 

 

 

 

 

Our Funding Partners 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2018-2020 

MFW4A Strategic 

Plan 

Strategic Objectives 

●  Facilitate business opportunities for the private sector and development partners 

●  Identify and address bottlenecks to financial sector development in Africa 

●  Support the regulatory, supervisory and public policy objectives of public sector members 

Delivering activities and programmes that are of most value to those to who MFW4A is ultimately accountable to… its funders 

and the African financial sector stakeholders (AFS). Reshaped value proposition will serve as a basis for retaining the existing 

membership and attracting and incentivizing new membership. 

 

MFW4A’s product offering is linked to its funding: 
 

Full Funding Members: Limited to the Governing Members of the Supervisory Board, contributing minimum Euro 170K per 

annum. Benefits include: the opportunity to shape and develop the vision and strategy of the Partnership through membership 

of the Board etc.. 

 

Associate Members: Members will contribute Euro 50K per annum. Benefits include: the opportunity to provide inputs into 

and the vision and strategy of the Partnership, organizational snapshot in the MFW4A Partners Directory etc. 

 

Non-Funding Members: Available to public or private organisations, and expected to support MFW4A with in-kind 

contributions. Benefits include: Participation to the GA, sponsorship opportunities in MFW4A events at preferential rates etc.. 

Recruiting the AFS is essential for strengthening the role of the private sector in the Partnership. The AFS through the revised 

governance structure will be able to participate in the Partnership at all levels (operational and governance). 

This strategy builds on our 

strengths and challenges and 

provides an opportunity for 

MFW4A to strengthen its position 

as a catalyst, convener and 

facilitator of change in the African 

financial sector.  
 

 

 

Strengthen the value proposition and financial sustainability 
 

Expand Membership 
 

Sharpen the focus on short, medium and long-term outcomes 
 



Our 

Strategic 

Priorities 

the MFW4A Website 

www.mfw4a.org 

the Knowledge Centre - an online 

repository of  2,500+ publications, policy 

papers and diagnostic studies on FSD in 

Africa 

Bi-lingual bi-weekly 

Newsletter  

(10,000+ subscribers) 

Members Only Bi-Lingual 

Press Digest 

the African Finance 

Forum (AFF) Blog 
the MFW4A Webinar Series 

Sample Publications 

• Pension Funds and Private Equity: Unlocking Africa’s Potential, with the Emerging Markets Private Equity 

Association and Commonwealth Secretariat 

• Financing Africa: Through the Crisis and Beyond (English and French), a joint publication by AfDB, GIZ 

and the World Bank 

• Making Cross Border Banking Work for Africa, joint publication by the Association of African Central Banks 

(AACB), the World Bank, GIZ, and MFW4A 

MFW4A supports innovation and FSD-related interventions, promotes good practices, and influences policies by 

mobilizing, disseminating and facilitating knowledge exchange on financial sector development in Africa.  

 

Our Toolkit includes:  

MFW4A Bespoke Knowledge Pieces 

Knowledge & Data Services 

http://www.mfw4a.org/


Advocacy Activities 
 

  
Our Toolkit includes organizing, participating and presenting at: 

 High-Level Workshops and Roundtables 

 Country & Regional Financial Sector Dialogues 

 

We have a proud history of advocacy on issues including Cross-Border Banking in Africa, and Agricultural 

Finance. We hosted the inaugural “Regional Conference on Financial Sector Development in African 

States Facing Fragile Situations” in 2016.  

 

Planned initiatives for 2018 include: 

 

West & East Africa Policy Dialogues 

 

● The dialogues will provide platforms for Government authorities, regulators, public and private sector 

financial institutions, as well as development partners to take stock of progress on current reforms, and 

identify future priorities 

● Recommendations from the dialogues will provide the basis for articulating roadmaps for financial sector 

development  

 

Africa Long-Term Finance Initiative (ALTFI) 

 

● ALTFI is a joint initiative of the AfDB, GIZ, FSD Africa and MFW4A with the objective of boosting the 

intermediation of long-term finance in Africa to close the financing gap for firms, housing and infrastructure 

projects in Africa  

● The Initiative will: (i) improve transparency of LTF markets in Africa by creating an LTF database and 

scoreboard, providing comparative indicators of the level of development of LTF markets in Africa; and (ii) 

carry out and learn from in-country diagnostics and cross-fertilization of country experiences as regards to 

policy reforms and approaches, to develop LTF markets 

● MFW4A will coordinate and facilitate the initiative, as well as disseminating data and country diagnostics 
 

Our 

Strategic 

Priorities 



Our 

Strategic 

Priorities 

We support efforts to provide 

households and businesses with 

access to a full suite of quality 

financial services including 

savings, credit, payments and 

insurance to meet their needs.  

Financial Inclusion Long-Term Finance Financial Stability & 

Regulation 

We support the efficient 

mobilisation and allocation of 

long-term domestic resources to 

fill existing investment gaps. 

We promote sound policies and 

efficient regulation and 

supervision, ensuring stability and 

enhancing resilience, whilst 

balancing the need for growth and 

innovation. 

Areas of Focus 

• Digital Finance 

• Agricultural Finance 

• Insurance 

• SME Finance 

• Remittances 

• Developing a Local 

Institutional Investor Base 

• Housing Finance 

• Banking Regulation 

and Supervision 

 

              Sustainable Finance             Innovative Finance              Consumer Protection            Gender Finance 

Cross-cutting Thematics 

Knowledge Management and Advocacy 

Special Projects 
 

♯ MFW4A Trade Finance Initiative 

♯ Africa Long-Term Finance 

Initiative (ALTFI) 

♯ WAEMU and Somalia Financial 

Sector Dialogues 



The MFW4A 

Trade Finance 

Initiative (TFI) 

 

Africa and Trade 
 

Trade is a key driver of economic growth 

and poverty reduction. Africa’s share of 

global GDP and trade stands at only 3%, 

yet it accounts for 11 percent of the 

world’s population. Africa’s trade is 

constrained by a trade finance gap estimated 

at US$ 91 billion.  

 

There are several obstacles to increasing 

trade finance in Africa. Regulatory issues 

present considerable challenges and are 

among the main constraints to Banks 

expanding their trade finance portfolios. 

International standards, especially anti-

money laundering (AML) and Know Your 

Customer (KYC) rules have become more 

stringent as have risk capital requirements 

since the global financial crisis - and will 

become even more so with the 

implementation of Basel III.  

 

Rising compliance costs combined with 

inadequate collateral required to assess 

clients’ creditworthiness has created the 

perception that trade finance operations are 

highly risky and costly in Africa. These 

factors are driving the current de-risking 

move, with some international banks 

reducing their correspondent banking 

relationships with African banks whilst others 

are simply withdrawing from the continent.  
  

Perceived high levels of 

risks 

Gaps in 

knowledge and 

use of trade 

finance 

instruments 

Regulatory 

constraints and 

risk capital 

requirements 

 

 
Africa’s Trade 

Finance Gap 

Imperfect markets 

and weak credit 

information 

systems 

Relatively 

weak 

banking 

systems 

and 

limited 

transactio

n data 

Insufficient 

collateral 



The MFW4A 

Trade Finance 

Initiative 
 

 

 
 

 

Planned activities include: 
 

● MFW4A Trade Finance Webinar Series  

The Webinar Series will seek to: (i) disseminate existing research and knowledge on Trade Finance in Africa; (ii) 

identify knowledge gaps and potential issues for further research; and (ii) explore issues around the development 

impact of trade finance  

 

● Building local banks trade finance capacity in collaboration with the International Chamber of Commerce’s 

(ICC) Banking Commission 

Work with the ICC Academy to launch a joint capacity building program offering online training courses and 

accreditation programs in trade finance for local banks in Africa 

 

● Promoting Factoring 

Support the implementation of a factoring capacity building programme (Certificate of Finance in International Trade 

(COFIT)) for selected factoring firms. Targeted countries are Kenya, Nigeria, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Zimbabwe, 

Zambia, Mozambique and Senegal 

 

● Policy dialogue workshop with African banking regulators 

Consultations will be held with representatives of African central banks at a policy workshop of the Community of 

African Banking Supervisors (CABS) in June 2018. Participants will share their views and experiences on Basel III’s 

implications for trade finance in Africa and explore how the impact can be mitigated 

 

● Policy workshop with African local banks 

A consultative workshop will be held with African banks to discuss challenges encountered in their correspondent 

banking relationships. Emphasis will be placed on the processing of trade finance applications originating from 

SMEs and options available to increase the positive response rate and reduce the trade finance gap 

 

● Workshop with major correspondent banks operating in Africa  

A workshop will be organized in Q3 2018 to explore practical solutions to the problem of shrinking correspondent 

banking relationships in Africa. Issues to be discussed will include the role of DFIs in trade finance, implications of 

Basel III, etc.  

 

 

The MFW4A Trade Finance Initiative 

aims to improve the understanding of the 

trade finance market in Africa, and 

promote sound financial sector policy, 

regulatory reforms and joint thematic 

research. 



Thank you 


